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Reflections and Intentions

LG Aa KIFINR G2 ®o8chataSlight G K
season has come and gone and is already becoming
distant memory. It seems as though each year passe
little quicker than the last and this year went by in a
whirlwind.

As an organization, | think that we had a good year. \
had a greatinnual meeting in Door County in July that
allowed those who attended to get up close and
LISNR2Y It 6A0GK 2dzNJ O2dzyd N
60KS I AySQa 9YSNIftROOD L
meet new friends and get to know some of the other
Odonata enthusiasts from Wisconsin, lllinois, and
Minnesota.

We also carried out an impressive schedule of field tri
presentations, and workshops this year that | hope ha
convinced a few more people to get out and enjoy the
natural world in generald® G KS G2 NI R 2
5Nl 32y aé¢ Ay LI NIAOdz | NI
of over 300 people and I sincerely hope that we have
reached some of them and ignited a spark of interest
Odonata.

| have been very pleased to see the membership in o
organization and the membership of our Facebook
group grow throughout the year. The Facebook grouj
has now passed 525 members and that is truly amazi
to me. Itis wonderful to see that there are many more
Odonata enthusiasts out there than | ever inregl. My
great hope is that we can get many of these people
even more engaged with the Wisconsin Dragonfly
Society and the Wisconsin Odonata Survey!

(]
o
=
]
o
>
o
[e]
2
]
i=
o

I Ay SQa Sovdfobklofa Rineana) male in flight

As this year draws to a close, | have been enjoying th
memories of the past year and am also starting to thir
about the possibilities that exist in the next. The mos
exciting is an effort that is currently under way to crea
some amazing presentationisat will extend our
abilities as an organization to teach even more peoplt
about the exciting world of Odonata. Thank you very
much to Laurie Smaglick Johnson for her work on the
presentations! The work that she has done to date hi
been spectaculaand has me really excited about the
educational possibilities.

2016 is also definitely the year where we must finish
the task of becoming a 501 (c)(3) organization. This
step will be a key one in our efforts to grow and
generate the funds that will be redred to complete
future projects that will allow us to reach more people
and learn more about the dragonflies and damselflies
around us.

| am looking forward to 2016 and hope that you will jo
me in making it a great year for our organization. If yi
have any ideas or suggestions, please share them wi
me or any other member of the board. | hope that
everyone has a wonderful Holiday Season and a new
year filled with great experiences with Dragonflies ant
Damselflies!

Dan Jackson
President of the Wisonsin Dragonfly Society
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Have YOU Been Taking Advantage of the
Statewide Dragonfly and Damselfly Survey
(WOS)?

Bob DuBois

Although people have been recording their observations of
Odonatain Wisconsin for more than 100 years, there has
been a welorganized statewide Odonata survey project in
place only since about 2002. We affectionately call this
adz2NBSe LINP2SOG a2h{é¢ 02Aaa0
housed at thigvebsite: (http://wiatri.net/inventory/odonata/)
There you will find an easy to use reporting page at the
Submit Observationtab, where you can record your
observations of odonates that you find anywhere in the sta
Yau can alsgost your photographs of the odonatésat you
would like to report. This site hgdenty2 ¥ y SI G ac

gKAA(Gf Saés a2 AT @&2dz KI g8
few moments to do so.
| SNBEQa K2g GKS 2h{ LINR2a&OI

you report are entered into a statewide Odonata database.
The information in this database is used to construct count
and statewide distribution maps, and to determine flight
periods and critical habitats for all of the 165+ species knoy
to occur inWisconsin. This information has also been used
many times to adjust rarity designations for species that ar
Endangered, Threatened, of Special Concern, or are simpl
being tracked by the Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) of th
Department of Natural Resoces (DNR). We have also gain
a wealth of ecological insights about many species througt
this project. In other words, much of what we know about
odonates in Wisconsin is directly attributable to data gainet
through WOS. Clearly, WOS has been and witirmos to be
an extremely useful project.

In order for the data collected through WOS to be useful, it
must be checked for accuracy before it is entered into the
database. Having erroneous data in the database would
obviously be a very bad thing, so th&ting process must be
taken seriously and done carefully. The vetting process is
currently done by me, but it could easily be done by anyon:
with good Odonata identification skills (any volunteers?).
Whether it is me or someone else who does the vettmghie
future, there is a certain process to follow fanyone new to
submitting their observations through WOS to ensure that
the data are as accurate as they can be. This process wort
best if a new cooperator (YOU!) submits a photograph with
each speciesbservation they report. The photograph is
needed so that the person vetting the report can verify that
the species being reported really is what it is claimed to be
Over time, the need to submit photographs of the more
common and easily identified spesilessens as the person
doing the vetting becomes familiar with the identification
skills of each cooperatoEvenhighly skilled cooperators
continue to submit photographs of many of the species the

report because they realize how important it is to keep erro
from creeping into the process.

Over the years, tens of thousands of observations have be
reported through WOS, usually with at least 2,000
observations reported each year. | asked Jill Rosenkeeg,
DNR database manager for WOS, for a brief summary of
cooperator activity this year and last year. In 2014, from 18
April through 26 October, 56 cooperators reported 613 trip:
that resulted in 3,398 species observations. In 2015, from :
April through20 October, 38 cooperators reported 671 trips
that resulted in 3,945 species observations. Although the
number of cooperators was down in 2015 compared to the
previous year, the number of trips and the number of speci
observations were both up, the lattdy 16%. | think we can
all appreciate how valuable it is to get all of these thousanc
of verified records into a database each year.

As in past years, the majority of these records have come
from just two highly skilled and dedicated people, Dan
Jacksorirom LaCrosse and Ryan Chrouser from Eau Claire
Through the efforts of these men, the odonate faunas in thi
counties near L&rosse and Eau Claire are among the best
known in the state. For the sake of completeness | should
that both of them also t@avel frequently to less weHurveyed
parts of the state to improve our knowledge about
dragonflies in those areas, and both also submit their recor
to the national Odonata database housed at OdonataCentt
(http://www.odonatacentral.org).

While leaders in the community of dragonfly enthusiasts in
Wisconsin are deeply appreciative of what Dan, Ryan, and
others have accomplished, and hope that these folks will
keep up their efforts long into the future, wesal realize that
many other areas in Wisconsin would also greatly benefit
from much more survey worlhere are many under
surveyed counties in the state with fewer than say 50 spec
known¢ is yours one of them?ou can check out the list of
species doemented for your county at the WOS website
(bearing in mind that there is often a time lag of several
months before all submitted observations are entered into
the database).

Are you going to be the next notable odonatist in Wisconsil
who will substantidy add to the scientific knowledge of
dragonflies in your neck of the woods? There is no doubt tl
a substantial learning curve is involved in getting good
enough with odonate identifications to contribute
meaningfully to WOS, but just think of all thdiséaction you
will get from improving your ID and maephotography

skills, gaining all those ecological insights, and setting all
those first county records! Or you could just ask Dan or Ry
how their efforts have enriched their lives.
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PlanningYour Dragonfly Held Trips? WWBD*?

Joanne Kline

On one of the last, warm, sunny days in October, | was
headed east toward Lake Michigan, not to look for odes, bt
to sit inside a big room full gfeople. The shades were
drawn, between me and the beautiful viewo accommodate
a morning of PowerPoint presentationSadly,dng before |
knew the weather forecast for the day, | had agreed to be ¢
note-taker forthis bird workshop.

Researchers, barmds, and other bird enthusiasts came from
as far as Maine and Mississippi to collaborate on big pictur
guestions about how monitoring can benefit the future of
migratory birds. What data are needed to understand wha
birds need for their full life cyclePlow can we inform
decisions, and set priorities, for land protection,
management, and restoration?

¢tKS 0ANRSNBQ OKI f f Bngdaibwhére A
when, and how many birds are using the Midwest region
during the migratory perioddWK SNB ¢ (2 Y2y A
topic. Typical locations, like th&hores of the Great Lakes
and2 (G K SNJ & o and largd blo&sNdk grassland and
forest filled the list. Then one of the speakers reminded us
that monitoring where the bird& I @ S v Q écordeisS y
equally important. Bird ppulations may be where we

K dSy Qi HB2B8@SK28SHFayRAYy 3T |
expectedindicate a problem? Or is our understandiofgthat
& LIS Ohabfai reeds incomplete? In other words, we neex
data from eerywhere.

{ dzo aG A Gdzi S & R Nibodeand Jdu Bade af@obll.
ARSIF 2F 4gKIGQa ySSRSR (2 L
habitat. Documenting where dragonflies occur is a main
reason that the Wisconsin Odonata Survey (WOS) exists.
more survey loations with species that we submit to WOS,

the more useful WOS becomes.

Survey data help determinghat habitattype a species uses,
whether birds or dragonfliegs well as where and when,
they use it. They allow us to predmter areas where this
species may occur, and better derstand what habitat
features it relies on. The motecationaldata we have for a
species, the mor@recise are oupredictions of where else
this species ikely to occur, and the easierbecomedo set
conservation puritiesto protect it.

The county checklists on WOS can guide us to counties thi
areaunder surveyed. With only 26 species recorded in
Calumet,andi p A Y al y A (athme2oppBriunitii&r !
locating new records in botthesecounties.

The county becklists can be misleading. Ozaukee Calfoty
examplef 22144 tA1S AlGQaofeusStt &

160+Wisconsin species found there. But if you look at the
locations of those records, you find that most are from a
single place, Cedarburg Bale largest wetland in southeast
2 Aa02yairys | yRLRWiaRIEg (S
different habitats that make up the complex ecosystem of
the Cedarburg Bog, iwhichone was the species found?
Which specie¥ NB1j dzSy & G KS O2dzyieéeQ
Lake Michiganand which frequent thesmall forested
streams that lead to the Milwaukee River?

Not surprisingly, thisame clustered data occurs in counties
with other hot spots. If | only have offield day in Portage

[ 2dzyieX LQY K SRivierBLike ot birild¢sS
we usually go where, based pastrecords, we have a good
chance of finding many specijgsose we need to expand our
LIK2G2 O02tftSOGA2yT 2N BK24aS$S
dragonfly conservation, like bird conservation, requires
exploringthe less traveled roadg$or newrecords that build a
broadfoundation for further study.

Wisconsin Dragonfly Society (WD@mbers have been
filling in the gaps. In the past yedMilwaukee County alone
had over 100 observatioret 18 locations.Yet, many
unexplored areas remain, and maybe they include a strean
lake or bog near you. Next season, when ptan your
dragonfly field tripsh y Of dzZRS a2YS LX I OS§
searched beforeand be sure to let WOS know what you fin
2 KSNBE RN} I2yFtASa 200dz2NE |
the more precisely those locations are documented and
madeavailable to those working to protect them, the better
off dragonflies will be.

*What WouldBirders Do?

Forestedstream in Ozaukee County
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Every Journey Has a Beginning

Ryan Chrouser

9OPSNE 22d2NySe KlFa | 060S3IAyy
the date the journey officially began, | know the exact date
when it escalated.

Backstory:

| had the good fortune to grow up in northern Price County
Wisconsin, on one of the many beautiful north woods lakes
spent many summer days in and around the water marvelit
at all the interesting creatures that were intricately tied to
the lake ecosystem. This of course included the dragonflie
and damselflies that seemed to be everywhere during thos
warm summer days.

For several reasons, the Odonata became my favorite inse
They were amazing to observe in both their nymph and adi
life stages. It also helped that before | knew much about
them | had a bonding experience with a large dragonfly
(probably a Common Green Darner, but | was very young ¢
is hard to remember for certain) that avenged me after | we
painfully bitten bya horsefly. The vicious horsefly attacked,
my reflexive swatting attempt was woefully inadequate and
the Tabanid mockingly buzzed at me as it made its escape
only made it a few feet when a huge avenging insect
swooped in, grabbed the horsefly, anchtked on a tree to
devour its lunch. That was my first memory of an encounte
with a dragonfly. They have been my favorite insects ever
since.

| learned about them by reading what | could, but when | w
a kid, there was no internet and no field guidesvak

content to tell people that dragonflies were my favorite
insect, and was able to explain why | thought they were so
FlLaoAylGdAy3Io ¢CKIGQa ¢KSNB
even considered that there was more | needed to know
about the Odonata.

Years passed, | was called to Madison to pursue a degree
Zoology. | did take a few insect classes during my time the
but these were largely survey courses or classes dealing w
pest species. Dragonflies were still my favorite insects, an
hawe a fond memory of chasing an early season Common
Green Darner in a field at Picnic Point in Madison for the
insect collection | had to make for my Intro to Entomology
class. | needed an insect from the order Odonata to count
toward my goal. One my goddends and | chased the poor
darner all around the field until we were exhausted. My
insect netting skills were not agell practiced as they are
now and the Anax eluded us. Insteaddused my attention
on finding an Odonata nymph, a quest which protede
much more successful.

To summarize; | graduated, got a job (unfortunately not a It
out there for a Zoologist), got married, had kids. In short, |

largely gave up on doing anything useful with my degree, &
focused my attention on being a good twasmd and father.
Call it divine intervention, karma, fate, or whatever
philosophy yowascribe tod L QiMg wi2divine intervention)
| was given a sign that there was actually something | neec
to do. On July'® 2011; we arrived back from a family
vacation up north. We noticed something amazing resting
the antennae of the car sitting in the drivewagdragonfly
with yellow racing stripes down the sigend boldly
patterned, white and black spots on the wingsas waiting

for us. | was captivated took photos, and as a recovering
birder (who has since relapsed) | needed to have the name
this captivating insect.

Twelvespotted Skimmer Photo by Ryan Chrouser

Armed with the internet and &oogle search engine that |
did not haveas a child, | typed in the description of the inse:
Ff2y3 6AGK a2Aa02yairyeao a
day. The Wisconsin Odonata Survey opened a world up tc
YS GKFd L RARYQlG S@Sy 1y25s
of every species on th&te. | remember being particularly
excited about Halloween Pennants and Blue Dashers. | wi
fascinated with a species called the Blaged Darner, whose
only sighting in Wisconsin was at an Eau Claienty lake
only a couple of miles from our house.

Things escalated quickly. | shared the website with my wifi
and she encouraged me (she was very aware that | lament
not doing anything useful with my degree). | ordered field
guides. This probably sounds familiar to some of you at th
point. The nost important thing | did was submit my
dragonfly sighting, a male Twebgpotted Skimmer, to the
WOS website. | began to search for more dragonflies and
RFEYaStFtASa (2 NBLRNI® Y
to rely on photography; another aa in which there was
much to be learned. | found out that the Eau Claire Blue
eyed Darner location (HaMloon Lake) was a prime location
for the two species of dragonflies that | most wanted to
photograph that first year. In fact | still have not fouad
better site for either Blue Dashers or Halloween Pennants,
and | have been to many lakes at this point. | submitted
everything | could identify to the WOS. As tiuonate flight
season wound down in 2011, | started to plan for what |
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could do next year | ordered a net, purchased a compact
digital superzoom camera, and studied.

In January of 2012, Bob Buais sent out an email to the folks
that had submitted sightings to the WOS, asking if there we
interest in starting a formal Wisconsin Dragonfly 8tci My
wife basically told me, and | am paraphrasing here, that |
YSSRSR (2 0SS Ayw@2t @SR Ay
wisdom, so | replied to Bob that | would be ecstatic to be
involved in any capacity and help in any way that | could.
Thenhe asked me to be on the board of directors, and |
panicked a bit. | thought that maybe | was in over my heac
had half of a field season to my name, and the first meeting
was to be in June 2012 before | could get much more field
time. | stuck with itthinking that | would have to study like
YIR G2 y244 t221 tA1S | y20
have worried, for when my wife anidarrived at the first
meetingthe experts made all feel truly welcome and
patiently shared their knowledge. | halearned so much in
the last few years, including that being a novice is just fine,
and am so thankful that there is still so much more to learn
i KS

2 Kl 6 Qa LR AYGK

Where am | going with this? What am | trying to say? Wel
here it is the Wisconsin Odnata Survey website changed
my life. | remember being so nervous about meeting some
the experts. These people had published field guides (Bok
DuBoisand Kurt Mead), discovered new species in Wiscon:
(Bill Smith), and wermternationallyrenowned
Odonatologists (Ken Tennessen). For a science geek like |
this was like hanging out with movie stars and rock stars.
Each and every expert (and everyone from all levels of
expertise) | have had the good fortune of meeting at the W
and DSA (Dragonfly Sety of the Americas) meetings have
been more gracious and wonderful thacould have possibly
imagined.

At the 2014 meeting of the DSA in Wiscond{iyrt Mead
celebrated with my six year old son when he netted &h F
Dragonhunter nymph in the Wisconsiiv&. | actually had
0SSy NBIFIRAY3I YdzNIQa FASER
and of course the Dragonhunter was his favorite one to res
How incredibly cool is that! The photo that | have of Kurt a
my son together at the river posing with thgmph is a
memory that | will cherish forever. That same trip Marla
Garrison (another incredibly gracious and wonderful
Odonatist from our friendly state to the south) let my son
take another Dragonhunter nymph home to rear out. Both
those nymphs ememed in the next week. Marla actually
gave us more nymphs this yedour Fawn Darners (all
reared out and all females) and an Arrowhead Spiketail the
g2y Qi 6S NBIRe (2 SYSNHS dz
{LA1S o0GKFEIQa KA&A YyIYS0 Aa
It is impossible for me to overstate just how important the

WOS has been to me. All of these memories and so many
more are a direct result of one Twebgpotted Skimmer and

the website that it led me to. As one of our Minnesota
neighbors stated at our 206 WDS meeting, the Wisconsin
Odonata Survey website is the best state reporting website
the country. We are so fortunate to have it and we should
celebrate it. How can you help celebrate it? Simple, use it
There area lot of people in the WisconsDragonfly Society
and the WDS Facebook group who are findidgnates. The
goal of this testimonial is to encourage you to report what
you find to the WOS. In fact | am exhorting you to do so. |
important, and your records are valuable to the stigc
community. | want to keep this ball rolling so that others ce
have the opportunity to experience what | have experience
Please feel free to contact me if there are any questions
about how to make an entry in the WOS and | will happily
walk youthrough it.

Photo by Ryan Chrouser

Kurt Mead with Isiah
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Scenes from a field trip to Dunn Count
June 28" led by Ryan Chrouser

A gemonstratio”

lightning fast

of .
netting skills

Swift River Cruiser

PrinceBaskettail in flight. Undeterred b
Y mosquitoes, fun was p
¢ ad by all,
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